CHAPTER   XXVII
OPPOSITION AND PRIVATE
PRACTICE AGAIN
THE DEFEAT was only unexpected in its overwhelming
nature. The Conversatives and Liberal Unionists returned to
Westminster with a total strength of 157. The Nationalists
came back with 83 members. But the outstanding feature of
the election was the Liberal majority of 84 over all parties,
including the Labour Party, which emerged for the first
time as a potent factor in British politics with a roll of 53.
This great Liberal victory had been obtained despite a
division in their ranks hardly less serious than that among
the Conservatives. Lord Rosebery, from the outset, had
refused to serve under Sir Henry Campbell-Bannernian,
who had fearlessly opposed the Boer War in its inception
and prosecution. The man upon whose shoulders the mantle
of Gladstone had fallen was no political Elisha :   yet,
mediocre in his abilities as he was, he had sterling moral
quality, and was not untypical of the genuine reaction in
favour of reform which had swept over the country. More-
over, the Cabinet which he was able to gather together was
indeed one of all the talents. With Asquith, Haldane, Morley,
Bryce, Grey, and Lloyd George in the Cabinet, and with
Winston Churchill in a minor office, it was apparent at once
that it was not only in numbers that the Liberals were
superior to the forces of Toryism. For Balfour, although he
was soon to find a seat in the City of London, had been
defeated at Manchester, and Joseph Chamberlain was soon
to become but a shadow of himself. Of the rest, the majority
of that small band of men, from whom was to develop
perhaps the most efficient and persistent Opposition of
recent political history, the greater part were old men
grown so grey and so well-beloved in the service of their